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these circumstances all the benefit he proposed to have drawn,
from the letters had they been -written in a fitting spirit, and
he said he would answer for it, I should have the Grandesse
and the Toison d'Or without making the slightest allusion to the
cold recommendations of M. le Due d'Orleans to the King of
Spain, and of Dubois to him.
Sartine, by his order, made this known to the Abbe de Saint-
Simon, who communicated it to me, and after having discussed
together with Hyghens, who knew the ground as well as they,
and who had really devoted himself to me, I blindly abandoned
myself to the guidance and friendship of Grinialdo, with full
success, as will be seen.
In relating here the very singular fashion by which my affair
succeeded, I am far indeed from abstracting from M. le Due
d'Orleans all gratitude. If he had not confided to me the
double marriage, without the knowledge of Dubois, and in
spite of the secresy that had been asked for, precisely on
my account, I should not have been led to beg of him the
embassy.
I instantly asked for it, declaring that my sole aim was the
grandesse for my second son, and he certainly accorded it to m©
with this aim, and promised to aid me with his recommenda-
tion in order to arrive at it, bat with the utmost secresy on
account of the vexation Dubois would feel, and in order to give
himself time to arrange with the minister and induce him to
swallow the pill.
If I had not had the embassy in this manner, it would cer-
tainly have escaped me; and thus would have been lost all hope
of the grandesse, to obtain which there would have been no
longer occasion, reason, or means.
The friendship and the confidence of this prince prevailed
then over the witchery which his miserable preceptor had cast
upon him, and if he afterwards yielded to the roguery, to the
schemes, to the folly which Dubois employed in the course of
this embassy to ruin and disgrace me, and to bring about the
failure of the sole object which had made me desire it, we must
only blame his viUany and the deplorable feebleness of M. Id

